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The Archive Committee Report 

The ACA Archive Committee preserves and indexes essential portions of ACA history, and 

oversees the collection international artifacts, documents, and oral histories. This effort will 

allow for documentation of the history of the organization and make that history available to 

the international fellowship in a variety of formats. 

 

Since 2015, the Literature Committee had been tasked with creating a literature project based 

on archives and oral history interviews, but no one was assigned with indexing ACA archives or 

conducting the required interviews. The Archive and History Committee was established in June 

of 2017 as a subcommittee of the Literature Committee in order to take on that task.  Laura L. 

began work as chair of the committee. Members who participated in the past year include: 

Mary Jo L., Bill D., Bonnie K-M, Charlie H., Colleen (FL), Justus H., Wesley H., Linda L., Mikkel L., 

Pam C., Sarah M., Denis, Annie S., Gloria D., Melani M. and Tom R. 

 

On March 10, 2018 a decision was made to transition the archives subcommittee to a standing 

committee.  It would continue its mission to seek, preserve, and catalog historical artifacts from 

Adult Children of Alcoholics and Dysfunctional Families. The Secretary of the Board of Trustees 

would be the Board Liaison to the committee. Other organizations have archival committees 

that stand alone, and this seems to be a better arrangement for the work to be undertaken. 

From this starting point, the Committee will head in two distinct directions – back into the 

history of the organization, and forward as it sets standards for collecting and maintaining 

records and materials pertinent to the development of ACA.   

 

2017 Committee Activities 
During 2017 the committee started gathering and sorting archival materials, created lists of past 

Trustees, and corresponded with European members to request materials they may have. They 

reviewed oral histories taken by AA, created a letter for prospective interviewees, and 

finished their first interview, which was posted on the ACA Website. 

 

Further Information 

 

Adult Children of Alcoholic and 

Dysfunctional Families 



 

Presently, the Committee needs information about how to proceed.  This could include 

surveying the archiving systems of other 12 Step recovery organizations or similar non-profits.  

Our system of storage, digitization, and access will have to be explored.  Standards and 

procedures surrounding acquisition of archival materials will need to be set.   

 

The Committee is in need of a Chairperson.  This leader, ideally, would have knowledge and 

experience with library science and curating archival material.  Additionally, the Committee 

would like the involvement of members who have an interest in discovering and preserving the 

history of ACA. There will be tasks that can be accomplished both in California and at any 

distance.  

 

Goals for 2018-2019 

 

∙ Find a chairperson for the committee 

∙ Identify committee members 

∙ Establish a regular meeting time. 

∙ Find out what has already been done. 

∙ Investigate methods used by other organizations to curate materials. 

∙ Establish an initial indexing system. 

∙ Curate current materials using the indexing system with a documented index available to 
the Board of Trustees. 

∙ Create or purchase necessary forms to track the work and meet legal needs. 

∙ Establish a receiving and indexing system to deal with incoming materials. 
 

 

Recommendations 
None. 

 


